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Visiting architects create camera to capture a forest

Created from Douglas fir veneer scraps, the completed project appears to have ‘grown’ 
from the forest floor. 

Visiting architectural students load up their “camera” for set-up atop a southern ridge at 
the Bauman Tree Farm. Inside The Eye

It looks like a shaggy 
wigwam burner — or 
maybe a massive, styl-
ized tree stump. You’d 
never know it’s a 16-ft. 
camera. 

Known as a “pinhole 
camera” or “camera ob-
scura,” (Latin for “dark-
ened room”) the intrigu-
ing structure sitting 
atop a southern ridge of 
the Bauman Tree Farm 
was created this August 
by a group of 14 inter-
national students in a 
10-day course called 
“Marking the Forest”. 

The project was part 
of the Visiting School 
program offered at the 
University of Oregon by 
the Architectural Asso-
ciation’s London School 
of Architecture. Its 
purpose was to provide 
students with the AA’s 

methodology and ideas 
in a short and intense 
“studio” environment. 

The students were 
charged with building 
— from local materi-
als and without power 
tools — anything that 
would enhance and re-
flect the forest. After 
extensive discussion, 
they chose the camera 
to focus attention upon 
the beautiful timbered 
views from the ridge 
— an image of which is 
projected upside down 
on the back inside wall 
of the structure.  The 
forest canopy can also 
be viewed through a 
rope pulled ‘drop door’ 
in the ceiling.  Built with 
Douglas fir veneer do-
nated by Rosboro Lum-
ber Company, up to four 
people can fit inside.

This was the school’s 
first forest project, and 
although the camera 
may not endure the 
Oregon weather and 
its wildlife forever, it 
will provide a unique 
and educational experi-

ence over its lifetime for 
many visitors to the tree 
farm — such as the 100 
or more taking part in 
the upcoming Volkss-
port Walk on Oct. 6th. 

Next year, there will 
be another project and 
another group of aspir-
ing architects.

They will come to 
learn about concepts 
and skills, and they 
will also learn about 
tree farms and farm-
ers, about sustainabil-

ity and the protection 
of streams, soils and 
wildlife. They will meet 
those who work in our 
sawmills, and see the 
products and jobs pro-
duced from our timber-
lands. 

They will come from 
around the world bring-
ing their energy, enthu-
siasm and ideas— to 
create something rare to 
share at the Bauman’s. 

We look forward to 
next summer’s class.



Not only was it a 
beautiful evening, you 
couldn’t ask for a better 
view, as more than 100 
supporters of Forests 
Today & Forever gath-
ered at Sweet Cheeks 
Winery to celebrate 20 
years of Forest Field 
Days.  

That view included 
the Bauman Tree Farm, 
where a majority of 
Forest Field Days has 
been held for the past 
six years, and where the 
educational opportuni-
ties continue to unfold 
as the outdoor learning 
center evolves. 

Beginning with a 
late afternoon tour of 
the field day stations 
at the Bauman’s — as 
well as a viewing of 
the recently completed 
“Camera Obscura” 
project by the London 
based Architects Alli-
ance class (please see ar-
ticle)  — guests moved 
to the winery for a light 
supper and organiza-
tion’s first silent auc-
tion. Besides showing 
a little general appre-
ciation for two decades 
of support, the event 
raised nearly $900 for 
FT&F educational 
programs. 

It also provided an 
opportunity to honor 
some of those individu-
als who’ve gone ‘above 
and beyond’ in the 
name of forestry edu-
cation, including Dave 
and Dianne Rankin, 
Bill Wynkoop and tree 
farmers Tom Bauman 
and Lindsay Reaves.

The Rankins, who 
are retired Florence 
educators, were recog-
nized with FT&F’s sec-

ond Long Legged Frog 
Award as “Volunteers 
Extraordinaire” for 
their organization of 
the coastal Forest Field 
Day over the past seven 
years. (The first award 
went to Norm Vogt, who 
volunteered for every 
event in his two years 
on the board, sharing his 
passion for forestry with 
more than 150 groups of 
twelve-year-olds before 
passing away early in 
2012.)

Seneca-Jones for-
ester Bill Wynkoop 
also received the Long 
Legged Frog Award for 
his invaluable contri-
butions, which include 
more than 20 years on 
the FT&F Board of 
Directors — five as its 
president; four as fund-
raising chair — along 
with his willingness to 
do whatever is needed 
when needed…be it 
shoveling chips, recruit-
ing volunteers, writing 
a grant or teaching at 
any of the field day sta-
tions when called. 

Tom Bauman — 
who began planting 
that fine view from 
Sweet Cheeks at age 
eight for a penny a 
tree — was honored 
for his long term vision 
and commitment to 
forestry education — 
and for the enhance-
ment of that education 
through the construc-
tion of multiple shel-
ters, bridges and trails 
since first welcoming 
Forest Field Days to 
his property six years 
ago. Lindsay Reaves 
was recognized for her 
service as a field day 
host and educator, and 

for her extensive volun-
teer work over the past 
year in guiding the or-
ganization through its 
transition to employer 
via attendance of Lane 
Community College’s 
Nonprofit Manage-
ment Class. 

Also recognized 
for their willingness 
to assist when needed 
— often giving three 
or more days to assure 
the rosters are filled 
— were Mike Atkin-
son, Dick Beers, Teresa 
Coble, Jim Hallstrom, 
Ron Leonard, Mike 
McDowell, Jan Rob-
bins, Jordon Ryder and 
Darrel Speisscheart. 

 For those unfamiliar 
with Forest Field Days, 
a little background: 

 Forest Field Days 
began in Corvallis with 
a group from the Mary’s 
Peak Society of Ameri-
can Foresters, who were 
concerned about the loss 
of the Corvallis School 
District’s Outdoor 
School. It included Stark-
er Forests Education 
Forester and long-term 
FT&F Board Member 
Dick Powell, then Ben-
ton Co. Extension For-

ester Rick Fletcher, OSU 
Extension Hydrologist 
Paul Adams, College of 
Forestry PhD wildlife 
student, Carol Cham-
bers, OSU’s MacDonald 
Forest recreation special-
ist, Mary Rellergert, and 
Corvallis School District 
employee Linda Mc-
Junkin. 

FFD was used for 
the last time in Benton 
County in ’95, about the 
time that former FT&F 
Coordinators Jennifer 
Soloman and Sue Bow-
ers decided to visit and 
observe a FFD. At that 
time, Leroy Petersen and 
his brother Alan, who 
was on the Springfield 
District School Board, 
volunteered their Upper 
Camp Creek Rd. tree 
farm for the Fall FFD, 
and Lane County events 
were launched. 

 Jim & Carmen 
Hooker joined the Pe-
tersen’s in 1997 to host 
the Spring FFDs on their 
mountaintop Wolf Creek 
property near Crow, and 
around 1996,Bert and 
Betty Udell began host-
ing students from Leba-
non and Sweet Home 
schools at their Happy 

Valley Tree Farm. 
Seven years ago, 

in 2006, the Florence 
FFDs got underway with 
the Rankins at the No-
land and Maureen Hun-
tington property on the 
No. Fork of the Siulsaw 
River, and in 2007, fol-
lowing the death of Jim 
Hooker, who had seen 
close to 8,000 kids trek 
across his mountain top 
property, Tom Bauman 
and Lindsay Reaves 
stepped up to share their 
beautiful tree farm in the 
name of forestry educa-
tion. 

It was a team effort 
in the beginning, and 
it remains so today, 
drawing on a minimum 
of 150 volunteers an-
nually and an army of 
supporters who give 
their time, funding, re-
sources and expertise 
when called.  Since 
FT&F began, close to 
50,000 people are more 
knowledgeable about 
our forests and the con-
tributions they make to 
our lives and commu-
nities than they would 
have been without this 
effort.

We thank you all. 

An expansive view enhanced the recent Celebration of 20 years of Forest Field Days, 
held recently at Sweet Cheeks Winery.

FT&F and friends celebrate 20 years of Forest Field Days



Every year for the past five 
years, FT&F has teamed up 
with The Summer Institute, 
which is an international or-
ganization offering one-week 
teacher certification courses 
in Eugene each July. Through 
this partnership, we provide 
20 to 40 Oregon teachers 
with a Seedling to Sawmill 
forestry tour.  

Over the years, we’ve tak-
en them into our family and 
industrial forests, our mills, 
our seed orchards and our 
tree farms. This year the tour 
included the Bauman Tree 
Farm and the Seneca Jones 
Cogeneration Plant. The 
tours are an opportunity for 
our educators to meet the 
people who can answer their 
questions, or provide the re-
sources for learning more. 

This summer, Tom Bau-
man gave the inquisitive 
group an over-view of life 
as family tree farmer, and 
FT&F Program Develop-
ment Coordinator Lindsay 
Reaves shared information, 
tools and resources from the 
Oregon Forest Resources In-
stitute on Service Learning in 

Oregon Forests.  Senior For-
ester Bill Wynkoop of Sen-
eca-Jones Timber Company 
fielded questions on indus-
trial forestry and the Forest 
Practice Act. 

Participants included el-
ementary, middle and high 
school educators, teaching 
science, math, social studies, 
special education and Span-
ish. They consistently evalu-
ate the day as highly worthy, 
informative and worth re-
peating. Two of the “tour-
ists” — a Eugene HS Sci-
ence teacher and an Umpqua 
Christian School middle 
school teacher — are return-
ing to the tree farm with their 
classes. 

The following are a few 
of the questions asked and 
answered through our latest 
tour: 

Who makes the rules? 
Who sits on the State Board 
of Forestry? How does the 
logging process work? How 
much gets exported to Japan, 
and who is doing it? How does 
the timber market work? Do 
you sell to Lane Forest Prod-
ucts? Is there any old growth 

on the property? What hap-
pens to the small trees? What 
is the impact of invasive spe-
cies on Oregon forests? Do 
you spray herbicides? When? 
What is the impact of wild-
life on saplings? What is the 
free-to-grow concept? What 
is the benefit of cable log-
ging? What is a commercial 
thin?  Do you thin at differ-
ent times? Where does your 
stream originate?  What kind 
of volume do Oregon Forests 

produce annually?  What are 
these trees worth? What do 
you do for income when you 
can’t log? Do you measure 
the water quality? How is the 
job market for kids interested 
in forestry?

And… How can I bring my 
students out here?

Again… we thank our 
many partners who assure 
we can provide this valuable 
experience. We cannot do it 
without them.  

Over the years, a core group 
of volunteers have served on 
the FT&F Board of Direc-
tors, providing vision and con-
tinuity to the organization’s 
direction.  There are a number 
of new faces as well… those 
who step up to serve when 
needed, giving their time, en-
ergies and perspectives before 
life and other responsibilities 
call them away. 

Recently, FT&F Treasurer 
John Mylynczyek of Kernutt 
Stokes, LCC, stepped down 
after two years of assisting 
FT&F move through its cur-
rent transition from a contrac-
tor-based working model to 
become an employer. We wish 
him well and thank him for 

his numerous contributions 
— and for the introduction of 
his colleague, Jonathan Pow-
ell, who has recently joined 
the board as his replacement.

Jonathan was born and 
raised in Eugene, and attend-
ed OSU, earning a degree in 
general business with an ac-
counting option in 2006. As 
an associate at Kernutt Stokes 
for the past two years, he is 
part of the firm’s Forest Prod-
ucts Niche, working in both 
the attestation and tax depart-
ments. 

He and his wife of five 
years, Elizabeth, have a one-
year old son named Micah, 
and the family enjoys fishing, 
hunting, camping, whitewater 

kayaking and sports.  
Powell says he decided to 

join the board of FT&F be-
cause he believes our youth, 
especially in Oregon, are re-
ceiving “a lot of misinforma-
tion about our forests from a 
variety of outlets.”

“FT&F provides these 
kids with an opportunity un-
like any other,” Powell says. 
“Rather than making them 
sit indoors listening to other 
people debate the appropri-
ate way to manage the forests, 
FT&F actually takes these 
kids out into the forests and 
lets THEM have construc-
tive, fact-based debates on 
how to manage the forests.

“One of Oregon’s greatest 

Oregon Educators come with questions…

FT&F Program Development Coordinator Lindsay Reaves shares infor-
mation from OFRI on Service Learning in Oregon Forests at this sum-
mer’s annual Seedling to Sawmill Teacher’s Tour. 

FT&F welcomes new board member

 Jonathan Powell
assets is its forests, and we 
need to ensure all Oregonians 
know how to actively and ef-
fectively manage them,” Pow-
ell adds. 

We appreciate his perspec-
tive and his service. 



Forests Today & Forever
Program Coordinator LaRae Ash

Forests Today & Forever is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  
For more information, please see our web site: www.foreststodayandforever.org 

Contact LaRae Ash at (541)767-9078 or email at coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

Forage the forest and create beautiful floral arrangements for the 
holiday season — plus return home with the materials and skills 
to make more — at the second annual Hunter, Gather, Creator 
Workshop for the general public. The fund-raiser costs $20 per 
person, and will take place at the Bauman Tree Farm on Nov. 10, 
from 12-3 p.m.  It is open to all, with a cost of $20 per person. For 
more information, please call Lindsay Reaves, FT&F Program 
Development Coordinator @ 541-746-8990.

It is with great pleasure that FT&F announces a generous con-
tribution from the Weyerhaeuser Company in support of our edu-
cational efforts.  

Recently received were a $5,000 grant from the Weyerhaeuser 
Giving Fund to be used for general support; a $1,500 grant from 
the Weyerhaeuser Active Volunteer Employees, so many of whom 
consistently give their time and energies to our programs; and a 
donation from the Weyerhaeuser Lane & Linn County Western 
Timberland Managers in the amount of $9,000, in the name of 
forestry education. 

As you know, our programs do not happen without the good 
work and contributions of so many, and we are sincerely grateful 
for the ongoing support! 

Thank you!

Hunt, 
Gather 
& Create

Sept. 29 —  OSU Extension, Gleaning the Forest: Sec-
ondary Products, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

Oct. 4    —   Forest Field Day, Pleasant Hill MS, 8 a.m. 
– 2 p.m.

Oct. 5    —   Forest Field Day, Briggs MS, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Oct. 6     —    Eugene Mossbacks Volksmarch  8 a.m. – 4 

p.m. 
Oct. 9    —   Forest Field Day, Umpqua Christian School, 

times TBA
Nov.10  —   Hunter, Gather, Creator Wkshop Fund-

raiser,12 p.m. – 3 p.m. Open to the public. 
Nov. 27—    Hunter, Gather, Creator Wkshop w/ Camp-

bell Senior Center 11a.m. – 3 p.m. 
For more information regarding these upcoming events, 

please contact Program Development Coordinator Lindsay 
Reaves at 541-746-8990.

FT&F will also be co-hosting classes with Lane County 
Extension. 

For more information, please visit their website at http://
extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/forestry

If walking through the forest is a part of your passion, the 
Eugene Mossbacks Volkssport Club is holding a free event from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 6th at the Bauman Tree Farm. 
The 5K and 10K routes are non-competitive and open to all 
and will traverse 673 acres of logging roads and trails, including 
a pioneer wagon trail.  For more information, please see www.
mossbacks.org or call Sally Ross at 541-726-7169.

The following article was 
taken from the Oregon For-
est Resources Institute’s August 
newsletter and was written by 
Executive Director Paul Bar-
num…

A study of water quality 
on the McKenzie River wa-
tershed shows that pesticide 
contamination of the water 
supply presents a negligible 
threat to human health, The 

Register-Guard newspaper re-
ported on Aug. 8.

The 10-year, $1 million 
study examined contamina-
tion by herbicides, insecticides 
and fungicides - collectively 
called pesticides - in tributar-
ies as well as the main stem 
of the McKenzie River, which 
flows into the Willamette Riv-
er near Eugene.

According to Karl Mor-

genstern, the drinking water 
source protection coordinator 
for the Eugene Water & Elec-
tric Board, the study measured 
contaminant levels in parts per 
quadrillion, well below any 
threat to human health.

EWEB conducted the 
study with the U.S. Geological 
Survey, testing 28 sites during 
the first major storms follow-
ing a dry summer and during 

spring squalls.
Morgenstern said the study 

confirmed his suspicion that 
urban areas and areas with 
higher-density homes are the 
primary threat when it comes 
to pesticides. The surprise in 
the study, he said, was how 
little pesticide was detected 
coming from forestlands, 
which make up 92 percent of 
the watershed.

Pesticides pose negligible threat to McKenzie

Upcoming Events…

Walk with the Mossbacks


